[Restenosis and remodeling after percutaneous transluminal carotid angioplasty].
The characteristics of restenosis and remodeling after carotid percutaneous transluminal angioplasty (PTA) were badly known. To describe these characteristics in our series of carotid PTA. A total of 78 cases of PTA for symptomatic > 70% atherosclerotic stenosis of the extracranial internal carotid artery, were selected from our series of PTA if follow-up was > 12 months. All of them were followed with extracranial continuous-wave Doppler. Restenosis of any degree was found in 17 cases (21.79%) and always asymptomatic. A restenosis > or = 70% was found in 5 cases (6.4%). Restenosis was mainly found in cases without residual stenosis nor dissection after PTA (p = 0.002). Restenosis was found in 16 cases (94.11%) in the first 6-months, with no progression thereafter. Remodeling of residual stenosis was frequent (17 cases; 53.11%) and found mainly during the first month after PTA. Its incidence was highest in patients with dissection treated with heparin. In cases with restenosis, remodeling was infrequent, incomplete and occurred after 18-24 months. 1. Significant restenosis after PTA due to myointimal proliferation, was infrequent. All cases were asymptomatic, under antiplatelet treatment. A new interventional procedure might not be necessary. 2. Complete remodeling was frequently found after 1-month control, mainly in arteries with some residual stenosis and dissection after PTA.